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Selected Texts
“In André Guedes’ work, familiar situations, spaces and social interactions are cast in the realm of

theatre. Rather than altering the spaces he occupies, Guedes highlights and draws out their
particularities, transforming them into stage sets and turning visitors into unwitting performers.



Works such as another switch (2004), a light switch that allows visitors to control the gallery
lighting, or other trees (2004), in which hundreds of plants from local nurseries were placed in and
around the museum, alter the audience’s behaviour in these ritualized spaces of presentation.
Holidays (2006) — a desk lamp that appears to function without being connected to a power supply
—is one of a series of modified everyday objects in which Guedes, as in all his work, elevates the
banal into something strange and remarkable, forcing us to question what we think we know.”
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